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You Mi nit tor ii ski'trh of my life,— do you realize what 
trat means? Do you know that you an- asking nit' lo appear 
before the court of public < pinion, and plead guilt;.'.' Cuiliy (I 
tlx- niosi — pardonable and heinous crime in the soc'nl statutes, 
although it is not found in the criminal code. Therefore ii i.- 
not murder, burglary, forgt ry, or any such trifling i ffense which 
may he ci ndoned < n earth and forgiven in heaven. It is worse 
thin liny <il thcas, ninl mafflesfag it. I am n uihwl bj the snorm 
ity of my guilt. I did not make a lot tune: Now come on and 
throw stents at me: I Vvc no mitigating circumstance s to offer, 
hut in extenuation of my sin. I will give a brief sketch of m) 
fruitless life to serve as a warning for the young men so that 
they may avoid my mistakes In the future, 

I MUM to life in sonn little place in Germany, and although 
I do not remember tin event, the unpleasant fact of my existence 
dots not permit of any doubt in this respect. 1'utfl I was a little 
over II >cars if Bgl I Vent lo the public school, in the upper 
class of which em. ugh of Latin was taught to enable the pupil to 
enter the high school, preparatory for the university. I do nut 
NMMff anything by which I il stinguished myself from Un- 
rest of the boys. I was vaccinal' d with success, as the scats 
show; I was baptized. Instruc ed m religion, solemnly received 
into tie church by confirmation, but it did not take, and I have 
nothing lo show for il. Hut I developed a wonderful perception 
of r ghl and wrong. I never s!ol< apples or anything else from 
private parties f perhaps the fact that we had a huge orchard 
ourselves may have hail seme beneficent liilluence), hut I consid- 
ered the fish In the streams and the game in the fields, which 
belonged to tie ruling Prince, common property, and the legit- 
imate prey of the down-trodden subjects. St aling li-di and BUM 
in defense of tin people's rights and in deliance of the govern 
nieiit's laws and earning the well deserved reputation as the 
most skillful |K>arhcr in those parts, was my proudest achievement- 
After leaving school I bi came apprentice in a drug store. — 
four years' work for board, an l t lit n an examination. Haling to 
serv e in t In- army. I concluded to emigiate. and being offen d 
a loan to study medicine. I accepted. Arriving ai the I'niversitv 
of JAM* I met with an obstacli . my examination as druggist 
was not lb emeil sufficient to admit me lo the study of medicine. 
At that time (and to some extent it Is the same today) the so- 
called classical education at the gymnasium, consisting in the 
study of dead languages and other worthless matter, was con 
sldered essi ntial to the training of lb ' mind.- a superstition 
entirely unfounded and a detriment to (he dissemination of 
rational ideas. After one term of probation, my niintal eapecit) 
was considered IttfHotept, and I was admitted to the medical 
faculty Whatever misgivings I had myself about my ability to 
think logically without a "clUMiCUl education ', were speedily 
dispelb d when I learned that tin- most stupid student at the 
OOUege, lie dunce and laiighing-sii ck of all. was a student of 
philosophy. At Jena. I attended Prof Ibeekel s lectures on the 
theory of evolution, vv Inch h:nl been c-lahlMi'd Dai »in only a feu 
years before, and I became at once an anient eoimn of the new 
gospel. I 

After obtaining my diploma. I started lor the prom'lsi d land 
with debts gali re. but money scarcely enough lo carry me to tin- 
edge of the big pi ml. By Mod luck. I found a chance to work 
my way across and In. now i uough money in New York lo reach 
Missouri, wl i re I had Ii h I til 

He i Hi.' a self-made man. 1 vvas entitled to become a millionaire, 
according to the customary tradition, but I soon found out that 
it would rOtfOlra even more than Met bust lab's age lo attain this 
coveted goal through the practice of medicine, and I fell dlscour 



aged I tied in > loch in a large city. KBd had the opportunity to 
•CCOmpan] a patleBl to New York to have an operation performed- 
Retaining afti r at n ral moutha, I was induced to take part In a 
mining ven tire, and Wen! to Lt tidville to work a claim. It ended 
vv ili tic usual results,— we were sadder and wiser men. But I 
batted to commence th< practice ag.iin. and went into mining 
bod) and -oul. It was hard work, but I persevered and succeeded 
in sonic extent, although I peculiar kind of ill-luck seemed to per- 

aecutt nn. i had giv n up tin- idea of ever practicing medicine 

again, and went to a School i f Mines to finish my education as 
mining engineer, This might t<> h ive given me chances to make 
a fell une, but instead il ruined inc. I was engaged as essayer 
chemist lor a mining camp in Mexico win re a smeller was being 
built, and promised a belter |Kisitloti: but when the plant was 
Bale bad tin aeoandrel gave If to another man. and wanted me to 
act as doctor. I protested vigorously ami was discharged.. 

This happened daring the panic in 1898, and il was impossible 
lor me lo find Work, In reply to a bluer complaint I made to the 

Preaidenl of the Mexico company, I was Informed thai the former 
manager had left, and that I could gal the position as surgeon, 
no other being vacant, I had no ohotoe, ami took it. remaining 
iiulil the property changed hands in 1903, When I went to St. 
bonis. In I MM, during the fair, a CoagKMM of f i d hi nkers met 
in Si. Louis, which I attended- An examination of the Liberal 
literature exhibited, convinced me that a work I had written bome 

Mine ago would be iis'iul in the battle lor a good cause, and 
induct i! BM lo send the Ms. to 1'rcf. Krnst Haeckel, and ask 
hit opinion, which he gave in a letter when returning it. 

Having no meani to start a practice, i accepted an opportunity 

to go to Nevada ami find mining property for investment. Intend- 
ing to practice somewhere out West, if thai should fail. I did 
not find anything suitable in Nevada, but examined a placer In 
one of i ! e noriliern DOOntiea "I California Which I found valuable 

ami recommended for pnrchaae, Bat my panics waited] too long 

and the opport un il J was lost, anil alao the interest I would have 

received. Then I turned towards the practice of medicine, and 
learned thai an examination had to be passed, which i took in 
December. 190S, bin failed. 

it teemed somewhat strange that i should not be qualified 

lo practice, alter having occupied lor eight years the position 
of surgeon in the mining camp, where more accidents happened 

than i an) a good-elaed town; but an) one tamlllaf wiih this 

ensealled examination will understand it easily enough. The 
object is not ai till to test the ability of Hie applicants, but only 
to keep physicians, ami particular!) specialists, out of the State, 
and for that purpose the qaeatlOM are so chosen that there is no 
dang' r of any one answering I hem who luis been away from col- 
lege linger than a few years. Most ol the questions refer to 
■objects that, art of no value whatever for Hie practitioner, and 
in tlie last examination the most important subjects for the 
practitioner, surgery, medicine and materia inedica. are not even 
'mentioned. A few qinstlons niav give an idea about tlie char- 
aott i of the oMmfnattona: "How much alcohol contains whisky, 
brandy, aherry ami kaumlen?" "How is liquid air obtained?" 

"(live a plan for a modern Installation for ventilation. ' etc. It is 

om of the meanest grafts in California Under the pretext of 

protecting the public against quacks, able physicians are robbed 

(125) ami cheated by the thieves oompos'ng the Board of Medical 
bixamlnera. The earthquake demoralised the mining business, 
and a gang of professional highwaymen held me up by means of 
the statutes Instead <>i tl"' pistol. If a man Is competent and 
willing lo follow a useful profession ami Is prevented by the law, 
what cun be do? 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



Applied Evolution. Struggle for Existence, Survival 
of the Fittest. The Law of Inheritance. \\ hat 
the World ( rwes to I tarwin. 



PART 2 OF THE LATEST GREAT BOOK <>\ 
EVOLUTION. 



( By Dr. A. Han-man. I 

As tlic lowest type of organic life we find m substance 
which i- neither animal nor plant, and must be considere 1 us 
ii remnant of i once perhaps extensive neutral domain, from 
which iprung both the animal and the vegetable kingdom. 
Their common point of depasture ii the simple cell, tin- 

egg or germ, and the development fr this primitive 

body to a highly organised animal or plant takes place in 
an snalogoua manner, This i- a significant fact in favor 
of the theory of evolution, because it shows that the lawi 
anil principle! upon which it la based do not merely apply 
to nun or oertais group* of animals, but cover the broad 
domain <>f the satin organic kingdom. It la not the place 
here to enter into the detaili of the close relationship be- 
tween animala and plants, tl bject of this book being 

lesa a general discussion of the Darwinian theory, than its 
application to man and hit social life in particular. But 
as many people arc not familiar enough with the original 
text-books of Darwin or Haeckel to recognise its general 
principles in this particular application, I deem it neces- 
sary to treat the fundamental facta with sufficient explicitv 
to enable the reader to obtain i comprehensive view over 
the vast field of investigation which we arc about to enter. 
As the moat primitive animal type, we knou already the 
cell, a minute corpuscle of protoplasms, enclosed in a thin 
membrane. A glance il trough the micmsco|ie under 
which has been placed a drop of stagnant water, reveals 

tl sands of these little creature-, moving uround in a 

lively manner. I m ■ i t i«r actively engaged in performing the 
principal functions of life, nutrition and propagation. 
Here we see the cell as an independent, Tree individual, 
but if we examine portions of a larger body in the tame 

way, we perceive that is slats entirely of similar cells. 

varying more or less in sise and shape. In fact, every 
higher animal may be defined as an agglomeration '>r colony 
of these original beings, which, however, have lost their 

identity a- independent individuals and assi I instead 

certain special functona in the economy of the common 
!>ody. All physiological organs, the brain included, are 
constructed of cells or their derivatives, and may be fitting 
|y compared i" separate departments of a political organi- 
sation, tin* seat of intellect representing the central power. 



Though subject t" will ami subordinate to the mon 

interest, they have -till preserved ■. rtain autonomy in 

their functions and no man i- < ipletely master over 

himself. 

Next in the series of progrt — ive evolution, we find 
instead of one single cell, groups of cells, united into one 
individual, each one performing i rtain function, accord- 
ing to an importaul biological law (of which later), division 

of labor, In animal- of the higher order tnplieated 

organs of wonderful anatomical structure bav originated 

from these gi |>-. Before proceeding however to closer 

examination of the successive stations, the classes, orders, 
etc. in the progressive development of the animal kingdom, 
I think it conducive to the better un lerstanding of the 
immense material we haw to deal with, to describe those 
natural factors (liseovered hj Darwin as the fundamental 
principles of evolution. 

Au. Living Bkinos 1'k ok More Dkscexuixtc tuah 

Possible Cam Exist oji Kabth. 

This rule applies equally to all species, but the rate of 
propagation i- much greater in the nualler than m the 
larger animals. Certain microscopical infusoria produce 
a progeny counting million- in a few hours. Many 
insect- are scarcely less proline, their posterity reaching 
ousandt of. millions in i few year-. Some fishes have as 
many as a million eggs. Among the mammals the smaller 
species multiply faster than the large ones, but >«H«g even 
the elephant and assuming that a couple lives fifty years, 
producing two pair of young one- during this period, the 
number of descendants, provided they attain the age of 
the parents, would reach the enormous figure of one billion 
in a thousand year-. W'e have proofs that elephanta lived 

several il -ami years ago, ami it will he easily understood 

that the earth would be far too small for them had their 
increase continued unchecked till the present day. To 
further illustrate the result of perpetual propagation: One 
jfubic inch of sand contain- about one million grains, one 
pubic foot 1798 million-, ami the whole earth would not 
hold more than sixty-three quinquillions. 

Man. in all his pretended divinitv. does not make an 
exception from this maxim, ami calculation will easilv 
prove that his numbers would soon be like the -and on the 
pea ami cover the entire earth, if allowed to increase in 
p letrical progr e s si on. 

In the relation between numbers and space, we have 
an incontrovertible mathematical basis for the theory of 
evolution, which It i- impossible to deny or refute, The 
word of the poet, "Room for all has the earth.* i-. alas, not 
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true. No friendly deity 1ms provided ample roon and 

abundant f I for ber creatures to live together in peace 

ami harmony, but cruel, austere elements have shaped their 
destiny for eternal strife ami war. They encroach upon 
ami crowd eaeli other, ami wage i war of unrelenting ex- 
termination, the <»ne preying upon end devouring the other. 

Still this natural state of universal hostility Mid diseord 

i- euphoniously called "harmony" by the orthodox be" 
Lieven in creation. If the early bird devours the earlier 

worm, the harmony in this arrangement appears to lie 

rather one sided. 

From these imdisputable premise*, the excess of numbers 
OVBr the possibilities of existence, it followi as | logical 
deduction and with absolute certainty that the greater per 

oentage of nil the [ndividnali born cannot reach maturity, 
hut is bound to in- destroyed at an early age. 

Tin- "Struggle for existenee" must, however, no! 
In- interpreted as implying merely the direct destruction 
of one individual or species by •toother, hut mutt he eon 
eeived in a much broader sense, It comprises tin- sum tot., I 
of all the influences to which animal- arc subject atmos- 
pherical, climatical. geological, besides of direct competi- 
tion Very complicated and Intricate results arise from 
these causes and species Interfere with each uther which 

have no direct relation and arc not dependent upon tin 
-.ime food for existence. Darwin relate- a- an instance of 

this kind, that the reel clover in England is fructified by 

the bumble-bees, who carry the pollen from one flower to 
the other. Their enemies arc the field-mice, which in tarn 
are hunted by cat- ami birds of prey. It i- nnnecesary to 
dwell any longer on this mbjeot ; everybody knows bov 

one kind feed- upon the other, how man himself somctinn- 
sufters from the ravages of -mall insects and worms. 

Survival or thx Fittest. Admitting the impossibil- 
ity that all the Individuals horn can live, the results mil-' 
he the ••-urvival of the fittest." Ill order to obtain a coni c: 

idea of the meaning of this expression, we mi'-: treat i: 
together with the principle of variation and adaptation 
in the struggle of existence. 

An individual doe- not represent an Immutable, rigid 

type. Ian possesses a certain flexibility, the capacity of un- 
dergoing slight modifications ami a tendency to adapt it 

self to its surroundings, Man. for in-tance, .ill become 
accustomed to changes in climate, mode of living, food, 
etc.: the hair of animals will grow thicker when trans 
ferred from a warm to a cold climate: plant- will have 

-month or hirsute -tern- or leave-. W rditUj to a dry or 

wet place. Every onanism ha- the ten dene v to preserve 
bis existence and adapt himself to altered condition-: that 
mean-, he will develop certain peculiarities, useful under 
the circumstance-. Such acquired habit- of physical qual- 
ities, whether controlled by will or not. may be useful, 
indifferent or detrimental to the owner, who, accordingly, 
will thrive and multiply, remain Indifferent or perish. 

The individual- possessing 'be lea-t power of resistance 

arc contin sly weeded out in make room for those better 

lilted to survive. 



We must be careful, however, not to misinterpret the 
term "fittest" as physically the strongest, or to attach any 
definite quality to it. because it i- a genera] expression for 
any kind of advantage one individual posses-es over the 
other, ami it does not even nice— arily imply any personal 
merit-, for often the defect- of many constitute the sole 
superiority of one. The smallness and insignificance of an 
animal may be it- strength. If in some pari- of Africa 
oxen cannot live on account of a small fly, it is certainly 
imt the strongest in this case who is fittest to survive. In 
the jealousy of the large power- in Europe, consists, the 
safety of the -mall Swiss republic I have noticed that 
-nine persons take exception to the principle of the sur- 
vival of the fittest, because I hey coneeive the term in its 

common usage, Indicating ability for a certain task or 
office. But there is no moral significance attached to it in 
nature, we only know of cause and effect 

If useful qualities, acquired during life time, remained 
confined to one individual, they would become extinct with 
its death and play no part in the formation of a new 

species. But they arc preserved and transmitted from 
generation to generation through 

Tin: Law Of I mikimt.v.wk. That physical as well as 
mental faculties may be transmitted from tin parents to 
the offspring, i- such a well known ami universally admit 
ted fact thai il would be useless to waste any words about it. 
Resemblance of the child to the parents is su.h a common 
occurrence that much stress is laid upon it in ease of 
doubtful identity. Characteristics of either parent may 
predominate, or they may he blended together as Goethe 
says : 

Yom Vater erb't' ieh die Statur, 

I let Lebens srostes fuhren, 
Yom Ifuttorehen die froh Natur, 

Die Lust sum fabnliren. 

Trandatiom 

From father I inherited the stature. 

Life's conduct grave and bold, 
From mother cheerful nature, 

And love for fairy stories told. 

Since time immemorial man ha- recognized the law of 
inheritance and ha- taken advantage of it to propagate 
ami develop certain qualities in animals for his benefit. In 
our domestic animals we heboid the results of this artificial 
selection, which is still going on, producing endless new 
varieties. Observation of the effect- of breeding gave Dat- 
um the impetus to those investigations which culminated 
in hi- grand theory. Noticing tin oonspieuoua changes 

in appearance and anatomical structure under the influence 
of domestication, he arrived at the important conclusion 
that a species doe- not represent a fixed, immovable type. 
The example of a well known animal may Illustrate what, 
this means. The dog belongs to the great natural division 
.,f vertebrates ; to the class of ma m mals ; the order of ear* 
nivora; the family oanina; the genua oania, (wolf, fox, 
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dog i ind the species oanis familiaris. En this classification 
wolf, fox ami dog are named as distinct species of the genus 
eania, while the different breeds of dogi are merely con- 
sidered varieties of the -[ MM ies eanis familiaris. even it' leas 

similarity exists between them as between the former. 
Compering ■ badger dog or terrier with ;i greyhound or 
Newfoundland, it will lie readily perceived thai they differ 
more anions each ether than the wolf, fox end shepherd 
dogj and if encountered In a wild stele they would*, no 
doubt, have been determined m distinct specie* Domestic 

pigeons also present an interesting example of the results 

of breeding, they deviate so far in uiatomica] structure 
and plumage from their wild ancestor that nobody would 
take them for birds of the same kind it' Ignorant of their 

OOlnmOn descent. 

When peculiar characters are inherited the;, appear in 
the offspring at a time corresponding to the age at which 
they were acquired by the parent. The growth of horn- at 

a certain age, the appearance of a heard ami the mutation 

of the larynx at the period of puberty arc well-known in- 
stances of this kind. Such characters, which are often of 
HO apparent benefit, can be traced hack usually to the ac- 
tion of another powerful agency in the pn.ee-- of evolution. 

the "instinef of propagation," called love in man. Darwin 

has descrilied it in particular as ••natural selection," and 
in "the descent of man" ha- shown that the striking differ 
BOOM between male ami female animals in the higher ei- 
ders consist in acquired, transmitted and developed char- 
acters, by which the favored individuals gained advantage 
over their rivals in the competition for the possession or 

favor of the female-. They are of a great variety ami 
consist in weapons, useful in the combal with rivals, SJ 

horns and teeth, or in organs serving to find, attract and 

charm the females. To this kind belong the musical in- 
struments of some insects, the trained choir at the frogs, 
the beautiful oolors of the butterflies, the song nnd the bril 
liant plumage of the birds, etc. It sometimes happens that 
peculiarities appear which originally belonged to an ancient 
ancestor, hut were h.-t long ago. This relapse into a prior 
type i- called "atavismus," and affords a plausible expla 
nation for the occurrence of oertain monstrosities, for in 
stance, abnormal growth of hair on lace and body. 

[laving obtained i general idea of the principal agencies 
through which nature accomplishes the progressive trans 
formation of animals, it remains to -ay a few WOrda in ex- 
planation of one important factor in this process, propaga 
tion, which form- the basis of the law of inheritance. The 
essential character of propagation consists in the separa 
tion of a portion of the maternal body from which a new 
individual developes. We can easily observe this process , 
in microscopical organisms, and I could not describe it Let- 
ter than by quoting a passage from an excel! nt article on 
"bacteria" in the April number of Harper's Magazine, 
189] : 

"When we put them under favorable conditions for 

growth, and give them food enough, they may he seen to 



divide across the middle, each portion soon Itec uning larger 
and again dividing. BO that it has been calculated that a 
single germ, if kepi under favorahle conditio. 1 ., might, at 
the end of two days, have added to the nuuiher of the 
world'- living beings 281 ,500,000,000 new individual bac- 
teria, In fact, if this sort of thing went on for ■ few 
wee!.- unhindered, there would be very little room left on 
the earth's surface for any other form of life, and pretty 
much all the carhon. hydrogen, oxygen and nitrogen which 
is available for life purposes in the world would he used up. 

There would he a corner in life -tuff, and even the master, 
man. would he forced to the wall." It i- not difficult to see 

how in this mode of propagation the single division of an 

individual, the properties of the mother Organism are di- 
rectly transmitted upon the new being. In the higher or- 
ders, however, the act of transmission is not so obvious 
ami easj to understand, hut it would he transgressing our 

object to enter into the detail- of this interesting and ditti- 

cult section ofaoology. May it suffice to itate 'hat between 
the two extreme! the simple cell in the lowest and the sen* 
ante sexes in the highest orders i the latter requiring the 
coalescence of two pan- of germs for the generation of a 
new individual) there exi-t* an intermediate -tate. "herm- 
aphroditism," in which the sexual organs are -eparafe, hut 
still contained in the same individual. 

Summing up the factor-, we have recognized as the nat- 
ural causes of the origin of species, we arrive at the follow- 
ing deduction-: All animals consist of cells, the lowest of 
one. the highest of many. More beings are produced than 
can exist, hence a large percentage must perish. Those best 

adapted will survive, their useful properties will he trans- 
ferred upon the progeny, modified and augmented and 
transferred again from generation to generation A single 
cell i- the pro to typ e of life and all tin- other attributes 
which constitute a higher organism, represent additional 

characters, acquired in the DOUrse of time from the hegin- 
Iting of life to the p re se n t date. This theory is in con- 
formity with the fad that all animal-, the BOS as well as 
the elephant, emanate from a single cell, the common pro- 
genitor of all. 

One id' the most interesting ecological phenomena, inval- 
uable a- an argument in favor of the theory of de-cent, de- 
serves special mention, the "change of generation." This 

mean- that SOUIC animals do not emerge from the egg as 
perfect individual-, hut assume lirst the shape of an iii 

ferior ancestor ami live some time in this disguise before 

they attain their true form through further metamorphosis. 

This significant phase may be observed in n any of the 
maritime animals, hut the best-known examples are those 

of the butterfly and the frog. The former appears suc- 
ee—ivelv as a cell I the egg), a caterpillar (worm), a 

chrysalis ami the perfect insect. The utter passes through, 
the intermediate stage of the tadpole, 

(To he Continued, ) 
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Who Are Infidels? 



Keview of Facts and figures as Concerns 
Infidelity Mere Assertions but a 
Waste of Breath. 

i By Julia C. Coon.) 

The statistic given in the Made by K. 
Lewis till a long-felt want, and It Is to be 
hoped thai the] «i,i hi follow*!' by ettera. 

I have for some nine desired reliable 
statistics In regard to the religions of crim- 
inals. Freethinkers „ave In these figures 
oik of the very strongest arguments against 
superstition, and I for one purpose 10 make 
use of them. Tht-.v should be put in leaflet 
form for wide distribution. 

I have tan the statement made that SO 
per cent of our criminal class w the product 
of parochial eohOOa*. Ha any one the fig- 
ures lo back this up? A mere assertion, 
without the figures, is waste of breath. 

Had I been compiling the statistics given 
in UM Made. I would not have tried to be 
more than fair to the Christ inns, and t his, 
It seems to me, Mr. Lewis often is. This 
is partly because such words us Free- 
thinker. Christian, skeptic, unbeliever aim 
Infidel, convey such diffeicnt meanings to 
different people, and the Liberal movement 
will make better progress whan we have 
a generally accepted meaning. 

Lit us take the word 'Infidel" lirst, for 
this is the one mosi misused. 'I be word is 
an epithet applied by all creed-mongers to 
all who do not accept their own faith. 
According to this use. ev rv one in the 
world is an laMai iBOdei dog" Is a most 
common term for Christians to apply ,o 
.lews, while the Koran of Mohammed ex- 
plicitly states that all Christians are lull- 
dels. Hut the word itself signifies unfaitii 
fill, and in the most correct s-nsc it should 
mean on. who is unfaithful to his own 
convictions. One who <!are not live up .o 
Shakespeare s grand lin s— 

'This above all — to thine own self be true, 

And it must follow a; the night the day, 

Thou canst not then be false to any man.' 

Th. word Chrls-ian comes from Chris., 
a supposed miraculous savior. Anyone who 
believes ill (legem I at loll and tin need M' 
mlraCUk>Ol salvation, and that the Nazanne 
*as the sou of a non-earthly be ng, ami 
therefore the Christ, or tartar Ji a Christ- 
ian. Tlris will include a large class of 
people who are not affiliated with any 
church, li includes a class mostly widely 
diversified in character, from t horoiighly 
lionest, well-meaning people who eaehew file 
church on account of Us hypocrisy, to de- 
generates who expect lo cheat their way 
through tin- world, ami at the last moment 
throw all their sins on .lesus, the •savior", 



and receive th.ir reward in heaven. It is 
to this class of Christians that the crimi- 
nals Lsted in the statistics as "no religion' , 
no church,' - "non-Christian. " or "not giv- 
,n," belong. The) aie as truly Christian 
as are those listed Methodist or Presby- 
terian, aad Mr. Lawn i- more thea fshertios 

lo list th< m as Liber Is. 

on the other hand, many church people 
do net believe the BTSSds of Christianity, 
and are in the church solely for i>olicy. 
These are the worlds real inlidels, and 
they include the very worst class of people 
witii whom sociuy has to deal. To this 
class belong nearly all the ministers. 

A skeptic, of course merely signifies one 
who Is skeptical, or doubtful of part or the 
win la ol the Chris: ian creed. My no BJSjSjSUj 
should skeptics b. count" d as Freethinkers. 
They are on the 1 ne between, and belong 
10 neither Fie> think, rs or Christians. The 
word unbeliever has about th, same inclin- 
ing as skeptic. Kreeihinkers and Material- 
Ms are the best believers 111 the world to- 
day, tor they believe la mankind, in truth 
and in jirogn ss. 

a word of explanation is due to my use 
ol eapitals for the words Freethinker, Ma- 
.rialisl. .lew am! Met Indist , but nol for 
christian, inlidel. etc, I have s. en no better 
i u le than to use capitals Whenever there in 
an organization auder the came. There is 
no organization including all chrisi ians, 
the followers of thll creed being now dtvm- 
ad into 7<lll diffeient sects. The word 

should not be oapkaltaed oaleoa referring 

to a member of tie Christ ian. Otherwise 
( ainpbcllite church. The same is true of 
thO word prolestanl. while the wold Catholic 
should begin with a capital. 

I am glad to see the Free' bought press 
begin to concur In using the word god as a 
comm. n noun, as it Is, while, of course, 
such names as Jehovah. Allah. Zeus. clc. 

an- proper aoma. 



AN INQUISITIVE CHILD. 



Mamma, «rai the mother of Jesus named 

Mary Christ, or Mary do<|?" 
•Sally, what are you talking about?" 
Why. \ on say Jesus Christ: and If his 
mother was never known as Mrs. Christ. 

how could that be his aanaT" 

• sally, jroa are Um %onng <■> he talking 
about such things." 

• Hut, mamma, tr she was Mrs. Christ, how 
did Ood b. come his father?" 

"Sally May. you mint go to bed." 

"If she was Ood'l wife, and her name 
Was Mary Cod. then his name should be 
Jesus 00d." 



Sally. Sally, get your nighty and go to 
I Ml this minute." 

■Mrs. Christ, or Mrs. Cod. or Mrs. Mary 
Somebody, had a son called .'esus Christ, 
and th. Catholics call cer the Mother of 
<;, 47 1 <h n't understand It. - ' 

Co to bed, Sally." 

(iood-nlght. Mamma.' 



THOMAS PAINE. 

All Liberal Men and Women are Exhorted 
to Aid in Making the Centennial a 
Success. 

(By c.eotge Dahfhasaer.) 

How the name of Thomas Paine thrills 
the hood aad soul of man as he reads the 
w . uderful truths he uttered when the mass 
of people were In Ignorance; how wonder- 
fully he predicts with almost superhuman 
foresight the things that are coming true. 

(for instance, he said If America would 
free herself from Fngkiml. she would be- 
come on- Of the greatest, nations on the 
gU.be. 

i often wish our Christian brethren could 

give biblical prophecies to be fulfilled as 
accurately as that. His noble, generous 
heart tilled with love for down trodden hu- 
manity. With the same zeal and courage 
he wrote his "Age of Reason" to free the 
mind . f his fellow man from the then exist- 
ing superstitions. The sacrifices he made, 
ih,. U)ll ami hardships he endured to help 
man to his right place in life, and then to 

be rill Id ed, his character blackened and 

nil name dragged to the very depth of pol- 
lution b) Christians, should be enough to 
make any man who lias brains to read and 
think, abhor and ueLst a system that will 
degrade a mini by whose efforts they enjoy 
the privileges they do. 

Freethinkers and Liberal people every - 
win re should give the matter more thought 
and consul ration, and all put a shoulder 

to the wheel to give the cause ami him the 

honor and justice due them. 

Lai ns one ami all give him honor ami 
praise for his noble deeds. 

June t, 1909, will be one BUBdn d years 
since his death, and the Paine Historical 
Society will hold an anniversary in com- 
memoration i f Hie event, at New Kochelle. 
New York, and all who can should contrib- 
ute to the cause to make it a rousing dem- 
onstration worthy of his name and deed*, 

All who can eonl ribute. will remit funds 
lo Dr. B. It. Foot.-, IM Lexington Avenue. 
New York. 

Hear Liberals, do m>> m-gleci tills liii|Hir- 

t«ai matter. Think of the glorious liberty 

w, enjoy tendered us by Thomas Paine. 
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Important Life Problems 



As Life is but a Process, there Must Be 
More or Less Suffering. No Matter 
What our Knowledge May Be. 



(By YV. B. DMA.) 

"What «lo you know? Did you BVST -il in 
silence and try to look at your own knowl- 
edge? fake any rabjecl you like and 
think BOW much then must bo ahotlt il that 
you arc Ignorant Of. And then think of all 
the subjects, any one of which could not 
be absolutely known even it you have given 
a whole life to lis study! MOM of us are 
wise, but only Struggling toward wisdom or 
the right (-inception of things. As a repub- 
lican or dam OffT a t , liow much study have 
you put upon the subject nl economic-'.' 
The socialist, slngh -taxor, anarchist, prohi- 
bitionist, pOpUllSt and others Of thai elonie.lt 
have each don*- more or less thinking or 
reading on Hie subject —hut have youl Are 
you not playing tM name of government 
without any preparation at all.' Have >ou 
a single book in your home on the Subject? 
Or have you read a single work, and did 
yOU got liny Understanding hfoa it when 
you did read il '.' Than is nothing the 
matter wiih human a^s Clatloi except ig- 
uoninet — a wrong parol pt ion. It we knew 
the real tacts, we would not be raftering 

from any ills? Socialism is the Ittldj of 
BOODOmiCS, a course in the science of guv 
eminent, that yOU may play the HUM With 

Intelligence. Again, i ask. what do yon 
know f" 

To the writer or the above we will say. 
to get the right conception of things, we 

must go to the head of all grant problem* 

that concern the people, and tint! out what 

is the great— i evil those problems has to 
eontend arRh. We know that the' older 
grow, that we realise norc ami etort not 

only our ignorance on many things, bin 
we have learned some few things ihat if 
i hey had been learned earlier in life, We 
OOUld have applied the key they had given 
us. in not only solving problems tor 0111 

selves in a true light, but might haw I n 

a start, r lor man) men to untangle the 
problems they had to contend with. Net 

lor the nonoji Iptereat and profil we might 

gSin, or any calling that would appeal lo 
slavish minds for the sake of premiums 

offered, but to know that the general ex- 

perietice or past ami present times gives 

us the little knowledge we do bnve, I tut 

as to the MylPg, if we km U the real facts 
we would not be suffering from any ills, is 

pulling it rather strong. Por we ail ought 

to know that life comes and noes, and 
through that process there will be more or 



less suffering even if we did know the facts 
of all ills. 

Socialism may be the study of economies, 
but economics, or any other Individualist or 
government function that is pa' forward by 
those who will not. or dare not. point out 
the gr. atest evil— Superstition: w hose ad- 
vocates stand ready at all times 10 mix In 
and seize any advantage UlUl may present 

Itself, and tun tint advantage u> their own 

sellish Interest, at tin expense of all true. 
In. in st progress for the people: then- will 
be little use in playing the game in the ex- 
pectation of doing much good to the pro- 
ducing classt s. A nu re change of economic 
conditions ought to show plainly to tbOQS 
whose m nils are open to reason that any 
grOUP of people whose aim is more to urge 
tbn voters to support their party cindidates 
than to point out the spawn In in which 
human slavery is hatched, will not be able 
to accomplish mUCO got d WPh what tin y 
do know 



MUNCIE FREETHINKERS ORGANIZED. 



Repoit of the Initial Meeting and Review 
of Bright Prospects for Future 
Success. 



(By Dr. T. J. Howies.) 
Not long ago I wrote to you that are were 
trying to arrange for a coins - of Rational- 

IStM Sunday leOtUTOa iii tl is City, and I am 
glad to infi tin you that the course was 
inaugural « d last Sunday with an attend- 
ance of one hundred and fifty ladl. s and 

gentleman. 

The main difficulty to overcome In a move- 
mi nt of this kind, where Preei hinkers are 
few iii number, is financial: tin necessary 
outlay for hall rent and other incidental 
expenses, added to the expense of securing 
gOOd speakers, make a sum beyond the 
ability of a few to sustain : to overcome 

nils difficulty, before attempting to organ- 
ize the movement, we laid the matter before 

our distinguished Freethought friends, and 
many of them have ggTCltl to appear upon 
our platform and leciure lor u> Without any 
charge, except the liquidation of their ex- 
penses in coming to and returning from our 
our city. An arrangement of this kind 

completely solves the dllllcllltv of Free- 

t hOUghi propaganda work and I hope you 
will give it publicity through the columns 

of the Blade, ami urge our lecturer! to aid 

the Free Thinkers In every town and city 
throughout the country to organize a course 
of Sunday lectures. 

The eminent men in Hie nationalistic 
movement have a common interest wiih 



the rank and file, and a sacrifice of a small 
portion of their time in aiding the Free- 
thJnuen of the Nation to I umanize the 
W( rshippers of malignant gods and malic- 
ii us devils, would be a contribution that 

every magnanimous man ought to gladly 

and cheerfully make. 

1 ie • d not ask you to assist us with your 
presence once or twice during the year, 
for I know what your answi r would be. 
and I shall tske the liberty to make a date 
for you some Sunday in .March or April, 
as may best suit your convenience. 

Hoping to learn thfOUgt th • Freethought 
press that many socit ties like ours will M 
organized during the current year, and 
wi h many kind wishes for you. I am yours 
always. 



NOTICE! 



To My Mends:- a tew mere copies of 
Patne'i "Ago of Reason ', paper covers, seat 

postpaid) for 1". cuts iii stamps This 
book should be cliculateu broadcast by the 
thousands. It being iconoclastic in its lan- 
guage, we will bruch away the cobwebs of 
superstition from the credulous. The pro- 
ceeds from this sale will be given the Blue 
Oram Hlade for Hie btneflt of Indigent 
Freot hinki rs. Address 

A. H. ItK.NNKTT. Norwalk. Conn 

From a Paine Admirer. 

MARYLAND.- -I raslooi an er»iels ea Thee, 
Pain* that i would like to puMtshed la the 

Hlade. .in I w hicli I bshUVe will help arouse 

Interest ia Ms behalf, it it i« aeeeeesry, you 

make what change*, you think li«t. a* I am a 
crude writer, hut I am a great admirer oi 

Paine. Wish i had t ■« Inaaeial anana. \ 

Would certainly aid the cause BM re. 1 was in- 
structed in Hie United Brethren faith) was at 
tae "mourners' bench" twice.-- ones when l was 

l.'l years old ami again when i was 17. hut 

eoald not receive the light they nhtfaned rami 
o\,r others, and was wared almost out of my 
senses tor fear of going to hell, i was wor- 
ried ami believed l was in .1 last enwdlHun 

until about M year- SgO, when I get a copy 
Uf I'aines Age of BaSSflU". The preachers 
-aid Faiiie did not beHeve in a god. aOSTSB 

or hell, but to my Mtoakhmeul ami wrprlae 
1 rsad en the Iret sage, 1 believe la one <;.«! 

and no amrs," I could scarcely ksUeVS my 
own eye.. I icad and re read that paaaagC 
to fully cm inc.- myself It wa- there, as I 
had heard niucli absut Fain- being such a 

low. degraded wretch, forsaken bp god and 

man. Is it any wonder I was duatfonndedl 
Is it BU) wonder I am SBtkUSisStlC alter such 

sahgatenmentt With l could teU you mom 

but must clos,.. wishing you success.— tJK.O. 
IMIlLHAlflDL 
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Pv mall, poatpald 1160 SWP >•«/ '» artvai.'- 
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up In advance. The add ess slip on the paper will .how SUb 

scriber* the .late of expiration of subscription. HucK » •'">*'» 
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GODLINESS AM) IMMORALITY. 
That < liristian miw- ffl pmi-j work leads to ■ Hindu harem 

is revealed bv the startling confession of Ifftbel Collins, ot 
Cleveland, Ohio, who hM jusl returned from a missionary 
trip to India, with the gifl of tonguee. Then wi re four 
girls in tin- party, according to 1 1 .« - report oi the confession. 
Two of then abandoned their cause ctpoa reaching Benares, 
ami entered i barem, wImn it li presumed they bow era 
Another girl left the earns i" ran « » IV with some bill men, 
and the penitent is the only one left to return ami tell the 
tale. 

In this eomeetioii ii will not be out ol place make 
reference to ■ published statement nude by George K. Bur 
lingame, a San Frsneisco clergyman, who ealb down i terri- 
ble retribution upon the city el the Golden G beeauee 

California had no Sunday lew upon her statute book*, tie 
declare* that San Franoiaeo baa Biaintained a unique i »• »— * 
tion among American cities, aa being entitled to the "pre 
eminence in godleaaneea and Immorality." \\ l<il<' his at- 
tempt at correlation of "godleesness" ami "immorality" 

may !><• acee|.te«l hy some of the .faithful in .lesu-, the 

thinking man. the intelligent man, will be able to realize 
the fact that much <-f the present day Immorality emanate* 
from the godly ami not fi i the ungodly. <)nr peniten- 

tiarv reports will corrohorale that fact. To denom 

brothela may be eminently proper, but even Rev. Burlin 



game ought to be cognisant of the historical feet that har- 
lotry i^ eaaentially a Christian product, a vice sanctioned 
by eoclesiastic*] authority. He also ought to know that 
bible beroinea are Reported as actually playing the harlot, 
ami in the tint paragraph of this very article it is rein ",| 

how three Christian young women, leaving home rod 
friends, family and country, to carry "glad tidings" to he 

I r, benighted heathen, having, or claiming to have, u 

special gift of tongues to enable them to prosecute their 
work, fell by the, wayside and sold their bodies Into m'\ lal 

slavery. Surely, these girls were "godly" enough, and if 

the facta in connection with the California brothels could l *> 

given, they would doubtless prove that their inmates ww* 
all of the godly caliber. 

Godliness is not essential to morality. The very Imn w 

■lHy of which this blatberskHa i iplains was, doubt! ss. 

., product of god believers, for he admits that "there « w 
in.! wanting an element of godly people." Prom the t b» 
of Constantino, through the long ecclesiastical period, ** 
t)ua Lutheran reformation, godliness ami innnorality \\ *• 
synonyms. With the dawn of the Protestanl church ir 

England, the moel essentially pious were the i actually 

licentious, while the original Defender of the Protestant 
faith, is notorious in history for his lexua] crimes. Bif> 
amy, inoeet, murder, uxoreioja and adultery, are but a few 

0 f the crimes chronicled ■gainst the Bam* of both llenrv 

VIII, and his bishop, Crenmer. In all the world there 1 

W»M but one branch more brutal and immoral than the 
Catholic hierarchy against which it rebelled, and that whs 
the Church of England. There was but one church more 
constitutionally licentious than this, namely, the Catholic. 

V, stream can rise higher than its source. This is a well 
repeated truth. Bad trees will bring forth bad fruit. 

This another Blighty truth. Then what can we expect 
i„ America fi i such institutions t backing in that essen- 
tial moral culture, a culture d-manded by the age, and 

concerned exclusively for the welfare of their fancied souls, 

Uld taught the supposed virtue of ■ death bed repentance, 

ii i» oot strange that the goditea shenld abandon themselves 
to immortalities, but it is not ha accord with truth to couple 

immorality with Unbelief. 

The Christian religion was a great misfortune inflicted 

upon an ignorant people, in an ignorant and early aft. It* 
teachings furnished a license to crime. They -till furnish 
the tame license. The savage and brutal reign of the Puri- 
tans, in N. w England, was the direct out. te of those 

long continued Cruelties and immoralities of the Christian 

church, which bad made men positively mad. 

ull ,ii the day of literature dawned did the unmoral* 
[ties of the ehurch begin to wan.-. Wane, they have, but 
the remnanta are -till with us. The modern daily aewa- 
papers furnish a Bever-ending chain of crimes committed 
b« preachers and professors of the Christian faith. It if 
even bow reported from [ronton, obi.., thai a certain 
preacher, who, by the way, delivered a baccalaureate aer* 

n for a college of young ladies in Lexington but a short 

ago, i, BOW under arrest and in jail SWaitittg trial be- 
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fare the courts of that state upon a charge of paternitj 
preferred against bin by a domeatio in hia employ, lalk 
about godkMMM and hum nralit y ! Eoreootb 1 L'he records 
•>i the gnat world's history wUJ furnish abundant proof 
that the moot immoral have ever been the moat oonaiatont 
vorshippera al the ahrine oi the Uhriatian faith. 

reach mankind that the anil »1 society mu>i face the 

oiiaoniianoec of his own in moral acts; that it ia unpotaibk 
W him to shift the reap? aaibility j that the eouaequencea 

i wrong-doing are both laturai auJ inevitable; that no 
Mau can grant au indulge toe ox furnish Hiwoiuticn to an 
4her, and the tendency rill be toward* morality and 

ruth, instead of immorality and iicii< U< 
Accepting the confession of tlie young lady previously 

<af erred to as being trUO, the facta she relates will prove 

hat a belief in god is not a suilicieiit incentive to morality 
and right conduct. 11ns belief iu god utterly failed to 
keep ia check the morbidity of those young girls left iu 
India, and if Kev. liurlingame will but lake the trouble 

o investigate, seriously and honestly, he will liud that 
much of what he complai is in San I ranci emanates 
From a like class of people. 

WHEN THE BECTS UNITE. 

To unify the opposing and ant agonistic Christian sects, 
is now the dream of thos.- pTO f ee ai onaJ sanctihed charlatans 
Who sec in the decline of faith a Lota of prwtigC ami per- 
sonal alllucnce. 

There is little prospect, however, al ibis time of their 
dreams being aught else, assuming more tangible shape. 

The bloody ohaatti which Luther ami bis oo-laborera opened 

up, will not be bridged during the century iu which we 
li\e, and if ii ever .Iocs come il will be as furnishing a 
means of common defense, a combined resistance to the 
onward march of intellect Ual freedom. The I'rotestant 
MCta will not unite with the Catholic, and a- Protestantism 
is cut up into myriads of warring sects, it would be im- 
possible to formulate a creed, or to deviee a doctrine, thai 
all would accept ami consent to unite upon. 

The tendency of the time is not toward unifying the 
church sects, but towards a greater and a more sharply de- 
fined diviaion, as the constant springing up of new sects 
under new leaden, self-assumed, will bear Aitness, In 

stead of dogmatic Odntroveray dying away, it is becoming 

more general, while heterodoxy i- being bunted with keener 

Bjet, and the disputes between seels i- as virulent and 

Sitter aa the polemica of political partisanship. Mean 

while, the majority of mankind in all highly civilized 
countries remain away from and outside of the church, 

take not the alighted thought for religioua teaching and 
doctrine, and theae seek the truth in Science rather than in 
revelation. 

Jual as dogmatism baa been the proline ami fruitful 
mother of doubt, so the conduct and persiatenl meddling 
of the clergy in mattera „that do not concern them or their 

work, will drive liundreds more from the orthodox fold, 



for the reaction will surely come, and then, after us, the de- 
luge. If any preacber is inclined to doubt the truth of 
what is said herein, let him cease bis preaching for a sea- 
sou, get out and mingle with the multitudes, assume the 
role of an unbeliever, and he will soon learn the truth 
from the lips of men. While tbe honest doubter may yield 
passive and tacit assent to tbe prevalent orthodoxy, it is 
reasonably certain that the earnest believer will hardly 
eoiiseut to play the role of St. Teter, just before the 000* 
crew, ami without oompuhuOU. Instead of conquering the 
world, tbe church i- rapidly losing what it bad, for one 
by one the world's wisest ami best are slipping away from 
them and enlisting in tin- aerviet of humanity. Policy is 
made tbe distinguishing cbaraetcr of tbe chrreh iu this 
day and age, and any institution depending Dpon such a 
source of supply, must peri di and fall of ita own weight. 

Intelligent men and women do not care to sit and listen 
to proay sermon- on f preordination and the terrors of Tar- 
tarn-, because their very reason, enlightened by ex p e ri e n ce, 
reject- auch cruel creed-; nor do they take interest in tbe 
discussion whether sprinkling or ducking be tbe correct 
form of baptism, and neoeaaiy .to salvation, because they 
cannot, for the very life of tbetn, see that i; makes the 
slightest difference whether they be baptized at all. They 
do not want to be worried with jejune spiviih'.tions about 

the trinity, beeauM one god would be quite sufficient if men 
eould only liud bim. They care nothing for the alleged 
miracles and regard with absolute indifference whether 

they be true or not. On the other hand the world grows 

more and more heart hungry for knowledge, but all the 
ehurcb can offer is a stone. 

Like many another structure of similar character, the 
Christian church can maintain but a mere semblance of its 
former vigor and -ircngih. Its brilliancy was born of de- 
a dominating factor in social life, and i- limply a mere 
annex. It can afford to pay for Ostentation and fashionable 
diversion, for many of its devotees are wealthy and are 
willing to pay for the pa-lime. But thi- must bring it 
nearer and more rapidly to the end. There wii! be only one 
unitication of the Christian church and thai will be found 
in total annihilation. 



Several eopie- id' the 1908 Bound Volume of the Blade 

have been sent to subscribers, .lust wait until you hear 
from them as to its merits. We eould not till all orders 
received, for lack of material, but BOt more than half a 
dozen will be mi-sed. Better provisions will be made for 
thi- year's volume. 



As the Editor will be iu Ohio by the time ihU i-sue is 
in the hands of our reader-, and will be away from the 
office for about twelve day-. BOOM necessary correspondence 
and other matters will have to be delayed. We merely ask 
a little patience. 
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DOES IT PA V I 

One striking and important sign of the timi •. as indicat- 
ing the position of the Christian church, cornea from New 
York city, where it i- reported the church pt< perty of St. 
John's Chapel, on Varick Street, owned by the Trinity 
corporation, i- to lie abandoned, tlx- structure bold, for the 
sole ami simple reason that it does not pay. ii no longer 
profitable, to be continued a- a place of relign at worship. 

Two thoughts bore suggest themselves, One i- that after 
all, the church as an institution, is actually run for profit 
with the alleged saving of souls a- a mere secondary con- 
sideration, and the other is that in a populous and well 
settled district, it. is impossible for the orthodox church to 

sufficiently attract the | pie and obtain revenue from them 

to curry on the evangelical part of the church'- work. 

Does it pay ! That is now the mosl important consider- 
ation with the gospel -hark-. Does it pay' This question 
is foremost with one of the wealthiest church corporation! 
in the civilised world. Does ii pay; I- the issue upon 
which churchmen are willing to abandon soul-saving. 
Does it pay! That is all. This, too, irrespective of the 
fact that the nan-god they are presumed to worship and 
adore, is reported a- instructing those who I" lieved in him. 

to go forth and preach |o all the worhl, ami to lake neither 
purse or script with them. Does it pay? I- there money 

in it '. How much i- the graft! Can it -how a dividend! 
Will there he anything t" distribute after expenses an 
paid! And then, we are told, salvation i- free. 

Obviously, the argument i- thai when a church eeaaea 
to furnish revenue, it i- to he abandoned and sold. X" 
thought lu re fur a suffering humanity; none tor the poor 
ami Oppressed. X" pay, no preach. \o money, no -aha 
tion. Xo revenue, no church. This is the motto of the 
modern orthodox Mokaiina. and there he men and women 
who express wonder an I astonishment that others should 
oppose and resist it- further influence. 

('an it really he ime. that in the year 1009, in a thickly 
settled community, wealth and poverty mingled around and 
about it, any church building in America would prove iin- 

profi table! May we not regard such an incident as in- 
dicative of the aversion of the people for orthodox pre- 
sumptions! Will ii not prove the jm] mcy of the 

church itself! Does it not prove, conclusively, that the 

people are drifting awa\ from the church and have hut 
little use for it '. What the people want, wi-h for, they will 
support. A- they will not give their support t" this church 
it i- prima facie evidence that the people do not want it. 

There i- much in thi- l" encourage American Free- 
thinkers to even greater energy in the prosecution of the 
work before them. Once all churches can he brought into 
a similar condition, the parsons will become more humble 

in their attitude towards the public, and eea-e In pose as 

great moralists ami leaders in public affairs. The labors 
of Freethought advocate- have gone far toward producing 
such u result ami it i- a hopeful sign of future success, 



provide.! we stick manfully to our task of destroying 
orthodox error. 



Vox POPULI, VOX DEI. 

One liexington parson ha- accidentally Stumbled across 

a startling sociological truth, hut, unfortunately for him, 

he did not -eem to know it or to appreciate its value. 

le v. I. .1. Spencer is pastor "i the Central Christian 
church, and i- regarded as a fair-minded man. capable, etc., 
hut like all parsons be cannot read in the will >f the people 
hi- own pending doom. Realizing that by compulsory ob- 
servance of superstition's decree- the parson's power is en- 
hanced, the church's coffers tilled ami the organisation 
granted a few more years lease upon life itself, Mr. Spen- 
cer would have the Legislature enact more stringent Sun- 
day law- and would require all officers under the executive 

branch of the government, with police power, to rigidly 
enforce existing Sunday law-, to the greater glory ami 

power of the church ami the panOU. 

Recently, Mr. Spencer delivered a sermon on this sub- 
ject, which was reported at length in the local papers. 
Among other things, he made complaint that even grocery 

•lore- -I Id he opened on Sunday for the -ale ami delivery 

of life'- necessities, hut very frankly, though incautiously, 
admitted that grocery stores were only open on Sunday for 
their usual ami customary trade, because "THE PEOPLE 
DEMANDED THEY SHOULD BE." 

And pray, Mr. spencer, if the people continue to de- 
mand thai they open will they not keep open and transact 
business in -pite of the laws or subsequent legislation ' It 

il not a judicial fact that HO law can he enforced unless 

then- i- a healthy public sentiment behind it! Have not 
our Circuit Judges from the benches, m spoken! Do not 
legislative bodies cater to the popular will, and i- it not 
right that they should do -of The people constitute I he 

supreme power, the sovereign authority of the State. Ha- 
noi the church itself declared "Vox populi. vox del"! 
Then if the people demand the opening of -lore- on Sunday, 
i- not the church treading upon dangerous gi mi in 

Opposing them ( 

By thi- seemingly concerted plan of campaign upon the 
Sunday question, the preachers are -imply calling attention 
to themselves ami this attention may prove to be in ii direc- 
tion the preacher- little de-ire or little suspect. The ■ 

menl it dawns upon the mind of the people that the church 
i- becoming intolerantly oppressive, a destroyer of human 
liberty, they will turn in rebellion against the entire 

Christian system and the day of its impending d 1 will 

he considerably hastened thereby. A reaction is 1 ml to 

come. 

Have yon done anything to help the Paine Centennial! 
If not, write to Dr. E. H. Foote, 120 Lexington Avenue. 
New York City. 
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OUR EDITOR'S LECTURE TOUR. 



By the time thi* isii t' the Blade if in die hands of it* 

subscribers the Editor will once more In- in the field in bo> 
liiilt' «>t' rationalinn and humanity. The campaign it to : e 
made altogether In Ohio. Two debate* are now practically 
arranged for, as ire haw agreed to meet Rev. McVey, .1 
Campbellite preacher, at MeConnellsville, The tri|j will 
upy about two weeks, and iii the various point- stopped 

at We Would he plogtod tO nieel OUr friends, e-| lally 

Blade readers. The list of dates and place* for those 
lectures and debates will be as follows: 

January Dennison, Ohio, 

January :!<». Uhrichsville, Ohio, 

January •'! 1, I tennison, < >lii". 

February 8, < 'hardon, I ttiio, 

February l-.V -Canal Dover. < >hlo, two days ilobata with 
Rev. Leander 8 Kevror. 
February 8*7, M.irb'tta, Ohio. 

February •MeCf.'inellsville, Ohio, d km with Rev. 

.'!« Vev. 

February ll. ( lireksville, < >lii<>. 



HEATHEN POL1 I'EM SS AND CULTURE. 

Christian ethics may hn one thing, bnl Christian prac- 
tice i- 11 1< >-i assuredly another and different thing. 

The people of Japan are by n<> means Christian. Re- 
ligious, in ;i sense, the y may be, bnl ii i- 1 religious lysteni 
iill their own. Too frequently 1 1 1 « • \ are reft rred \<> as being 
"heathens" and tlie term is generally used to convey the 
impression <»t' ignorance and idolatry. 

History intimates that the ancient Oreoks were the 

ipiintesscnce of politeness, and fi mrrenl reports the 

Japanese are not rory tin- behind them. Bear in mind, 
however, that the Japanese are uou Christian. Onr readers 
will be aware of the fact that the American Beet has recent- 
ly visited Japan. The reports state that the Americans 
were given 1 royal welcome, While in Japanese waters, 
the American tleet anchored at Kanogawa, ■ town on the 
Bay of Tokyo* Iii anticipation of their arrival, and pre- 
sumably on the ground thai the Japanese, being human, 
were like all other human beings and possessed a degree of 

curiosity, the Governor of the town m I. 1 rding to ii 

report published in the Tonr du Monde, of Paris, Issued 1 

pi lainatioii i<> the people as to the manner in which the 

"foreigners" should be treated upon their arrival. Let 

the Christian read and « pare the following with what 

has happened to Japanese visiting Christian < Dtriee; 

"Loungers shall not crowd around foreigners, Mer- 
chants must not charge them excessive prices. People 

must refrain from throwing ■-tone- al the dogs which SO- 

company strangers, who are to be treated with courtesy and 
cordiality. They must be offered a -eat when they enter 
government offices and not be required t>» take off their hats. 
If the Persians arc the French of the Nearer East, being 



not only sentimental bul adepts at persiflage and repartee, 
tne Japanese are the Greeks of the Far East Their poetry 
i- exquisite, their power of sarcasm and satire undoubted, 
i'hev have the faults of their qualities ami excel in epigram, 
ami their quick iliscerumenl of an Incongruity and their 
sense of the ludicrous are dangerous gifta. The good 
Governor is aware of this, and be tries t<> put 1 rein <>n the 
tongue of witty Japanese youths or uirls who notice the 
unfamiliar way- or dress of foreigners; 

■\\o ironical remark- are to l>e made upon their dress, 
their religion or their doings. S arse or insulting re- 
mark i- to be addressed to them. They must not be looked 
in the face, or -tared at impertinently. So one must enter 

the house of a stranger with muddy 1 1- on. Foreign mis- 

sionaries si be as much respected as Japanese priests. 

The games or promenade- of foreigners are not to be biter* 
rupted by throwing pieces of crockery, sticks, or stones at 
them. Yon musi avoid spitting, throwing down fruit-skins, 
or oigar-ends in the train- or ships on which foreigners are 
traveling with you." 

Foreign ladies are to la* treated with the moat delicate 
circumspection, as is showu from the following directions: 

"Ii i- forbidden to point the linger al ■ foreign lady, or 
annoy them or any other foreigner by talking to them in a 
random manner, and asking them their age, without having 
Mime reason for the ipie»tiou. When von walk out 

with a strangt r, keep in step with him, and it' be takes out 
bis watch you may be sura he has some other appointment 

to keep." 

This official manual of politeness, We are told further, 

lias more recently been extended to include behavior to* 
ward Chinamen. Their pigtails are not to be pulled, nor 
are the\ to be addressed a> "rascal" More iban this, the 
-ale of any cartoon which may wound the sensibilities of 
Chinese soldiers, such as the numerous caricatures which 
appeared during the Cbino-Japanese War. is utterly for- 
bidden. 

And Christian worshippers, in their own idolatry, insist 

upon calling the Japanese mere heathens. 



The reports being sent Into the Blade of the successful 

organisation of a iber of local Freethought Societies 

in different parts of the country, are both gratifying and 

encouraging. It lias the appearance of I sort of revival in 
Freethought, and other localities oughl to follow suit. The 
Blade will gladly contribute all it can to such ■ genera] 
movement, 

• 

Having elected to pa Idle otir own canoe la the matter 

of publishing the Blade, rather than putting any depend* 

eiicv upon a plan of incorporation, we nm-t look to our 

friends for thai necessary help to swell the subscription 
li-t. Go out for one of ..in- beautiful premiums. We then 
help you for the help you give us. 
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Che blade's Correspondence 



Good Opinion oi the Blade. 

MONTANA. — Mom Una since i procured a 

postal older ul Jcllcisou Lity lor Ike sum of 
Sl.jO, payable to the Blade. 1 he older was 
loat, and an application ha- boW made lor 
the re-issue oi tile order, to he payable to the 
same address. 1 think you WiU leceive the 
remittance soon, il you have not. already. It 
vva» lUleuded lo extend my subscription ouo 
year lroui the lime ol its expiration. W ill 
now, however, appropriate il to aid in reliev- 
ing the liliaiicial HIHWllIt J in which the lilude 
WW to be involved, (further, il tlie Jtlade 
cull be sustained in ils pi.-enl eredilahle con- 
dition, 1 will ill— I flllljf volunteer to pay twice 
the subscription price, or .>o.0U per year. The 
paper, a* il now in, breath's a peisolialily 
which 1 iear would be in I measure b'-l U 
the proposed incorporation p:.m should be, 
resorted to. Such a paper ought to be well 
supported without the expedieu*. of the stock 
IJTStsni ol linanciiig. I will suggest that as 
many illade MhnafilMM a- coa . cnicnily can, 
should volunteer a double subsei Iptioli, or do- 
nate a year's subscription to some worthy 
and BfUgreesivs minded individual who would 
appreciate it, or place lour il months' sub- 
scriptions, or two b months subsci ipt ioiis. 
where they would most probably create the 
greatest interest in tlie paper and add per- 
manently to its rapport 1 1 is be J ond ques- 
tion that there are many subscribers to the 
.oh who regard it as more than an equiv- 
alent for a \earl\ appropriation of three or 
live dollars. The columns of the lilude are 
MM with we ll chosen und ubiy written arti- 
cles, and it shows improvement steadily. It 
stands out coii-picuoii-ly a- an exponent of 
the hist anti-theological thought of this age, 
and has many of the characteristics of the 
Boston ln\estigalor* w hen that paper was at 
its best under the editorial management of 
that master, that g.niu- and profound scholar, 
Horace Seaver. Those lumi.i.ir with the pion 
Mf stage id licet bought, a- best outlined ill 
the Investigator, cannot lu il, however, to note 
a great change that ha- 1 ak.-n place since that 
time in advanced unti religious thought. The 
agnosticism which was then almost universal 
among doubters, ha- now given place to a pos- 
itive atheistic phiio-oph.v , wMoh must, and 
eertuillly will before the close of the twenti- 
eth century, stand forth uiidi-puted arid un- 
challenged. JA cry effort should be made to 
bring about us speedily as po— ible this in- 
tellectual trail-formation and advaiieenient 
from the gros-cr DOiiofl to the higher truth— 
from faith to demonst rated fact. The p'ree- 
thought journal has u work to do; excluding 



card till v frOW its columns all that is coarse 
in ..iieiisive, and lcarlessiy adheiing to science 
and philosophy, a inu-1 wrtj lorwurd this 
gleat work. 1 lor one believe that nothing 
need be, or should be, udmitle 1 inlo a Free 
thought paper which could constitute grounds 
r« WWplAWt by the i'ostoliice Uepartineut, or 
oil end in Hie -lightest degree the most ro- 
inicd, euitivuted and lastidious taste. This 
is the way ol prudence, of wisdom— the better 
way. I bus may the atheistic philosophy win 
l .ii a- it a universal recognition and a station 
.•sailed and commanding in the intellectual 

world.— & l*. cad*. 



Ihe Squirrel Problem. 

W IM U.NSI.V — 1 see that mau is still clu- 
ing the squirrel around the tree; he must be 
prcily tired by this time il he makes a very 
big circuit. 

Air. Snow «uys, \\ e aic Satisfied with our 
alhriu.iiivc: the man goes around the squir- 
rel, und rest our case 

•Now, J propose lo bung that man close up 
to the tree. — us close M the squirrel is. Now 
they go around live tunes, — how many times 
hus he gone around the squirrel, or how many 
nine- ha- the squire) gOM around the man': 
We lest our case, and move that Air. Hughes 
und .Mr. Uiarlcswoiih Mt as judges; they to 
select the third il needed; and move that 
each one taking pari in this puzzle or prob- 
lem send in |B cents, as the judges eun t sit 
lor nothing. 1 enclose my 25 cents, and in 
ciose mot hw problem, which I consider ol 
more importance than the squirrel. W ill some 
one phase work it for mer 

We had a kiud ol double funeral here the 
other day.— that of I good Christian woman 
and her babe; the child died al-out noon and 
tM mother at midnight. The preacher took 
In- t«X| wheic < liri-t -ml, "Miller the little 
OWM to come uuto me.' He said the little 
one had gone straight Hp to heaven, and Jesus 
had called the mother to come to her darling 
babe, and h.r spirit had forthwith ascended, 
and they would meet u, heaven. Now you 
will notice the child hud 12 hours the start 
and the distance through this earth; they 
-t.ntel in just the opposite diiection. Now 
ho* hi will they travel ,,r how long will tl 
be till they met in heaven? | asked the 
pie.ieher to liguieit .ail lor me, but he seemed 
to be in u bad humor about something and 
-aid he didn't have time to talk to me. I 

oan'l work it out. — the mora I try to get thorn 
together the further I get them apart. Per- 
haps ii night be worked with leaven's arith- 
metic, by the rule thai three times one is one, 



and once one is three. 

I am very much pleased to see so many 
kind liined- Ofttriag their lervieM at Free- 
thought funerals, especially Comrade A. ■). 
i lawws, who started the list. I have been 
boptaf t'> see some one in reach of me, but 
none yol elo-ei lb, in Ion miles: but what shall 
we -ing;— love songs, war songs, or Christian 
■ongl or -hall we ju-t play a march? I do 
hope there will be -ome one to get Up a suit- 
able ioag I k tor Materialists, l want at 

i. a-l halt a do/ell.— .1. & Mc KINNEY. 



The Paine Centennial. 

PHILADELPHIA/— W« are but a week oil 
from another birthday of Thomas I'aine. and 
next Jane it will be a century since he died. 

Mr. .1. I'. Morgan ha- purchased General 
Washington'! s w old. which was used by him 
during the Revolutionary War to establish the 
Deela m I ion of Independence, for which the 
pamphlets of I homes I'aiiie prepared the way. 
Tin- ■word will he huflg by the side of the 
Key ot the Ca-lile in the Home of Washing 
ton. which key was presented by Thomas 

Paine to the greatest fleneral of the new world 

and which Washington pointed to with pride 
to the vi-ilors at his home on Market Street. 

in Philadelphia, 

It is the intention of the I'aine Associations 

!•. oelebrate the oeo tannery of Peias'i death 

With appropriate -en ice- next JWM at New 
Roche lie, ami Blade readers who are unable 
to be presenl on that occasion, can send to 
Dr. I'oole. New York, their names with a 100- 
.eiii greeubaok, representing a penny a year 
lor the benefits they have received from 
Paine'l S/ritingS. I hope there will be a liberal 
response from those residing in the Louis- 
iana Territory) the purehess of which i'aine 

advocated in IMS, and which the Liberals 

have enjoyed, and tic Kxpooition at St. Louis 
ignored hi- important terviees, fraternally 
yours. JAMKH B. ELLIOTT, 



Freethought in the Colleges. 

INDIANA I have some good news for the 
lila.le. As a result of Mr. (Rev.) Neill's visit 
to tin- town, an atheist society has been or- 
ganized at tin- -ehool. I t is a free platform 
-o.ictv and you are allowed to talk on any 
thing from religion to deep sea div ing. We 
have made arrangement- with some of the 
professors to leoturs to as every Sunday at 
SitQ p. m. Last Sunday we di-eussed "Social- 
ism." and •Shall ( hi istianity Ruhl the World?" 
The members au.l those in attendance number- 
ed .'HI. We -tailed out with about 8. The 
meeting lasted a little over two hours. We 
had a lady speaker with us this time. We 
intend to study Darwin. Spencer, Ilaeckel. etc. 

\lo-t of the Dieinberi are Socialists, lull 'el-, 
or both. We are anticipating an atteed.iie • 
ol over UN ueai Sunday.— IUK H. THOl.'N 

Bought Some Seeds. 
ILLINOIS— I have, from finding H. VY. 
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Bnckbee'l ail. in your worthy paper, bought 
twice from him of his ''Full of Life" bulbs 
endplanta, and Found them to be equal to the 
words of mm old Mrad iu prai-e of this man. 

My Fieethought friend, Dr. Brown, wrote me: 

"\lr. KueUliee i< one of our most responsible 
man of Roekford, III " I pa-- theea words on 

to other* who may w i>!i lo add to home or 
fftm needs and beauty, in hi- line of produce. 

I have studied his large S 1 and I'lant 

Uttidfl for 1900, until ! am almost heart- 
broken over hnvtag but Ml feet of ground, but 
-hall add a fe w more r.ood things to the tiny 

garden, rosfc a* aaparagua root*, tree torn*- 
toes, etc.— AI.I.IK LIN06AV LYNCH. 



worker-. They will deserve the thanks of 
Batfcniallatl everywhere fi r .'. li nion.-liation 
of the feasibility of t h dr plan. 

From whom ami where will til* no\t report 
come in? Yours for Mental liberty, — U M 
LAW I! I N' R, >ee y It S. 17. 



Blade and Emergen y Fund. 

CALIF. — I baud you herewith two dollars, 
Set my sub-d ipt ion ahead lor one dollar, aid 
apply the ith.tr to the runt! tor Heading the 
itlade to til., old rabaeriben who art not ible 

to pay for it. — O, U. HTOVE. 



Freethought in Indiana. 
OHIO. A letter jllst received from Dr. T. J, 

Bowlee, ol tfnnaia, [ad., iu which he reports 

upon his efforts to organlafl a Suiulay-aftoi - 
noon Lecture OOUTM, DM giveB me M much 

pleasure ami aronaed raeh a degree of antnu- 

sia-m that I hasten to tell the good news to 
your renders, toping the l'i el li inkers in many 
other places will be encouraged to go and do 
likewise. 

The doclor's plan is to give a lecture each 
Sun, lay at •_» . :I0 p. m.. iu one of their city 
theaters. The lectures are to be free to the 
public. A fund for the payne tit of rent and 
other axpenaea i- provided by donations from 
genarOUS friends of the movement, and a col 
lection taken up before each lecture. 

lie, (our energetic If, D.t has been at work 
on Ma program for some time, and has already 
engaged a lecturer for each Sunday iu lanu 
ary and February. These speakers give their 
SCI vieea without compensation, the BMUMgC 

meiit re*imburainj) them for their traveling 

and other ncce>-aiy expenses. 

The selection of the hour is a most hnppj 
hit. It is juei at the time when most people 
-after bavin" a good dinner -are beginning 
to ea-l about lot- SO Ma mean- of i nt ei I ainmcilt 

for the afternoon. I like this, heoauea I have 

so lone; argued that "ur mu-t appeal lo the 
needs of tin- people," and ill our place, at least. 
I It ml main rather at a loss for mean- ot 
recreation and entertainment on Sunday after 
noons. 

The first number of the course, which, it is 
hoped, will cover every Sunday in the vcir. 
was given dan 10th, on the subject of 'The 
< OMksf Mm." and the doctor writes that "it 
was delivered to an audience of 15(1 ladiei and 

gentleman] ami the interest and mtauniaam 
manifested assures me that the movement is 
going to be inepaaiful beyond my most -an 
gUina expectations." 
Congratulations to Dr. Howies and his co- 
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Peniiaaa in iu ftdvoeaej of l"reeUwugnl 

Published wecklv et 111 BtttC Mand An] 
, Chicago, III. 

J B Lenau Pubhshe. 

Official paper of the Materiali-l Associatioi 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, Ji.ooi Yea- 
Subscription, 50 Cents a Yeai 



Silk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity if a life time for women 
who love good clciihes. 

High School girls can obtain their grad- 
uation dresses without cost; working Rlrls 
and mnrrbvl women may secure fine fall 

or rammer r!tc>F°» 

Large list of patterns to select from. 
Dona tide offer— no fraud, no grafting or 
disngrt eab'e duties to perform. 
For full particulars send name, address and 
a two-cent postage stamp to 
247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. 5HEAGREEN 



Marriage and Divorce 

OSEPH1NE K HcNRV 

v - RSAlLLLS, KCNTOCKY. 

thousands of copies 01 tbla up-to-dt'v 
pamphlet are now In circulation In fc 
United States and Kngland. It treatt U 
forcible style of the most Important p.Jb 
lem before the American people. It shujhJ 
be n ad by both married and single, by al 
men and women who deslie domestl 

oondlttona 

All orders promptly filled by the autht/ 
1 Copy "5 Cents. 5 Copies One Do 

FOR THINKERS WHO THINK 



THF PROCESSION01 PLANPTS 

1 1 1 1> IS mi GRE41 si * iiotii. If ton ~ 1 u 
■saiti sin the Etna BtYts, srttt m tke tMtar nv 1 

:<ii,'.| 'ii ul 11: It sl.onMlw lid. Mi loot ul nillcl. Aitdrc»< 
U.kN. . 'N II. KEALO, Suilons. ll).. ANGEUS, CiWoim. 



Give 'Em Fits. 



That's what "THE 
gCARXBT SHADOW. 
Walter Hurt'a treat rad- 
ical novel, do-ss to the 
ioicea of bigotry and su- 
peratltten And the sec- 
ular press of the country 
goaded" by the churct 
element, is throwing a 
over It. too. No other 
novel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics —which 
In sufficient p-oof that It 
Is all right. It has cre- 
ated a fensatlon In con- 
servative circles and 
aused consternation 
among the clergy. 

It Is enthuaiastlcalli 
endorsed by leadlni 

Freeitblnkera through- 
out the world You al 
know How iiu.t ciiti write and In this boo! 
he is at ids best. It Is an elegant volume 
fit to avnamonl the finest library: containing 
Itl pa*** printed on nea»y emc-she 
and hound In ox-blood cloth. 
Trice $1 Ml. postpaid 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington, Ky. 




Fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAYINl 
SOIL IN BUCKEYE STATE. 

Dn jrOU want ■ 21S acre farm? 

no jron want it In Athens, County. Ohio? 

Do ron want the best of soil? 

Two itorj doable barn, almost new. Also 
-i\ room term bonnt (good condition). 
Abundance ol b«at water throughout farm. 
Two w.lis. rue eisterti; good out buildings. 
Entire farm under cultivation. Small 
woodland, beautiful pasturane. apples and 
In center Of coal field. Two 
>bafts tulle east, another going down: 
1 shafts miles north »nn northwest, amf 
" morn going down Con] 8 feet to 14 feet, 

ii. vi r It s than 8 feet. One-quarter miU 
'(. pil;o iiuw): nillcs to county seat — 
Uheni •S.OOO inhabitants. Junction K. * 
If., B, I 0., and II V. It It. in Hocking 
\ ii it-, are going to sell at once. 

] ii can't keep from buy- 
log, Sell as low as $50 per acre. 

Uheni 0. 11. s. LARCH, M. P. 



The Wage Slave 



\ goclaltat Weekly, that advocates Indus- 
trial Inlonlsm. 

Reveluttanary to the core. 

EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 

The enemy of everything that 
existing social order 
Bend for sample copy, 
addraaa The Wag* Slave Box 117. 

Mich. 

A. If. 8TTRTV». (tO» 
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— =IHERITOMOl)S— 

Advertising Attracts Business 

The right kind of goods and prices to suit mean success 
but you must let the people know what you have 

We 

Clinton Advertising Co. 

Louisville, Ky. Lexington, Ky. 

Art Calendars, Leather Goods 
Aluminum Wares, Buttons, Rulers 

In fact everything that will tell the people where you are 
and the kind of business you are engaged in 

Special Designs for Freethinkers, if Desired 

Docs your business pay? Do you wish it to pay" better? Then 
don't hide it. Write us for information. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 
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B« Sure and 8ubtcrl»«« +n> 

Secular Thought 

. Fortnightly Journal of Rational Cr.t. 
ciim in Politics, Science a«<« Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Bdltor • • J. Spenor Kills 
Published at ISIVi Queen St.. West. To 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum. In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Kdltorlal de 
pertinent should be addressed— 

J. Spencer Kills, "Secular Thought." 
185»4 Queer. St. West, Toronto. Can. 
All Husiness communications, orders for 
l >ooks. printing, etc., should he addressed— 

C. M. BLLtS, Proprietor and Publisher. 
Secular Thought, 

185V4 Queen St. West. 

Toronto, Can 



DIAMONDS 



Order of me and save money. I deal with 
the best cutters and largest importers 
direct; have forty years' experience; am 
an accurate judge and analyst of these 
beautiful gems, and diagnose them In all 
their most delicate and Intrinsic characters. 
I now do not carry stock, but buy the 
gOOdl f'»r cash as I receive the orders, <hus 
obtaining best discounts. Tills saves In- 
terest on capital invested, rents, salaries 
and the large per cent of loss Incidental 
to and unavoidable by all dealers who carry 
stock. The small commission I will charge 
you for my time, facilities and Judgment 
will be trifling In comparison to the savings 
between the prices your retail jeweler 
MUSI' charge you and mine. Send me a 
trial order. Upon receipt of goods compare 
with otiu rs, and If not satisfactory, return 
and get your money. Diamonds remount 
ed in la' est artistic designs at lowest prices. 
Full value allowed for old jewelry. 

Bend for cut prices of Watches, ni.x 
mondl, Jewelry, Silver. Plated or Optical 
goods, Pr06 Thought and ('her ltadges, 
[ngersoll spoons and my famous tract: 
Theism In The Crucible." free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN 

La Grange Cook Co 




SEEDS 



Fresh. Reliable. Pure 
Guaranteed to Please 

Every r,nr*ten#r an<l 
Plaster aaoaMtaattba 

euperi'ir merit* of Our 
Northern Growa set"!-. 

SPECIAL OFFER 

FOR 10 CENTS 

we will send po»t|>ulil our 
FAMOUS COLLECTION 

I pit. AO Out Tomato . . • • SO* 
I IV, nr. Radllh . . • •10* 

I pki. t'.l.r; 

I pkt. ttrlj ,,,-,„! 

w 



kl. . IH v ., ,. I,. . 



■n<vi»r« . . . mm 
»».h r .,i r.hh.«. . .is. 



1 1 cm 



GREAT NORTHERN SEKD ( <i, 
1551 Kline 8t. Hm krord, 1 1 h 



TO-MORROW MAGAZINE 

FOR PEOPLE WHO THINK. 



TO-MORROW doee no! draw tti Inspira- 
tion from Tradition, Mysticism. Super- 
stition or Custom. It is 
A Journal of Rationalism. 

Pealing with the question! of Life from Hie 
impersonal standpoint) and aeeepting the 
■eion tide interpretation of all phenomena. 

TO-MORROW is not for those who art 

partisan)- not for those who an- wedded 

to some pet belief or ism, — not for those 
who are governed by fear of God or of 
Public Opinion. 

TO-MORROW is for Tree Souls, -for Men 
and Women who are not Afraid to Think 
in Harmony with Nature's Laws. 
Send 1.") cents for Three Months Trial 
Subscription and our Special Boek Offer. 
10c the Copy. $1.00 I he Year. 

TO MORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
139 E. 50th St.. CHICAGO, II.!.. 



"The Woman and 
The Prospector" 



Is the title of a romance every Woman am' 
child should read. It should be in the hands 
id' all who are opposed to superstition ami 
graft) as it is a protest agsinsl vaccination, 
vivisection, medical legislation and the ad- 
ministration of drugs to human helnfsj at 
I he same time points out the only method 
for the cure of the consumptive. '!'he book- 
let is really free, but the cost .if advertising 
ami postage we HgUrS at 10 cents; so if you 
wish a copy, send us 10 cents, and we will 
send it to' von. A. M. PARKER. 415 
Cim ker Si., Los Angeles, Calif. 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OF 

Healtfs Religious Stickers 

Tlie tame bi lug .-hurt ipuuatlous from 
. ur l' :n ll avenly Father." "Our Bless 
. ! tiav'or," "Boalarn'i A**, M "Mary Christ", 
I l rlt tol. he Devil." and other person 
ages of sacred mt-niory. 

! ■ os. are suitable for sticking on church 
Soon and 0th« r object I win re they will do 
Ml •• . >d in spreading the "glad tld 
IngS of grea' joy." 

Until April 1, 1009. address— 

FRANKLIN HKAI.D. 

Circlevllle, Ohic 



Do You Believe 



That \\ Humans are as Important & 

Pics. Potatoes and Pups? 

Pc yo'i believe that we "grownups' 
nnil gveii lbs Children, slur.ld know at 

much Shout ourselves si we know abou 
Fl-he--. r*l'»W»r« nn I Fines? 
iv yon t ■>':.■ v . ■ in Better Piugenv, a More 

Elevated Race any war! 

If sr. »< nd ! -r> for a year's subscrlptlo» 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 

be tn the Van of Human Progress. 

Puhl shed monthly a' 649 South Mair 
St., I. os Angeles, California. U. S. 4 
Samples ten cents, Trial three monthf 
With pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 3k 
r.'nt« st imps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 



\ \, u Booklet showing up the contradlc 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Jus t In- thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "jarr their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soon. 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 15 
for $1.00. 

Address: .1. FRANTZ. 

iTi's Bills street, Baa Frsnetseo, Cai. 



SEEDS 

BUCKBEE'S SEEDS SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

f M«d« to build *»• Hu.ln.-u. AtrUlwUT 

make you our iwriuaneiil customer. 

PriK coimtien saKaraast' 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 
SEND 10 CENTS 

[ to cover i-oitage and pMklsaj and recs i*e thin valufttl* 

i ooUecilom >f HrJ* |u*«.ti»itM. to^iher with my t>i* 
ImntrttcUvCaj Itruutlful vnlunJ IMmit Hook, 



If est varieties of Seeds, Plant*, stc 

loTil IUCK8EE STRUT 
R0CKF0KD, ILL 



H. W. Buckben. 



♦ OUR MARK FOR 1909 IS TO ♦ 



&. ^ ^ _ . »> 

o 



t 



I DOUBLE OUR CIRCULATION ? 

X Just Read Over the Beautiful and Valuable Premiums we 1 
X Offer and Make up Your Mind to Get Busy 

I Elegant Dinner Sets f 

WE MUST DOUBLE OUR PRESENT CIRCULATION DURING 1909 As A GUARANTEE 

♦V OF PERMANENCY AM> STABILITY. To Tills END WE OFFER ♦» 
£► INDUCEMENTS EN THE WAV OF USEFUL PREMIUMS TO PAY 

♦♦♦ YOU FOR THE TIME YOU EXPEND HELPING ITS. ♦> 

♦ X 

♦♦♦ PREMIUMS! PREMIUMS! ❖ 

t X 

X 1 Roman Gold Monogram, China Dinner Set, 42 Pieces % 

t x 

Jin- if mi Attraction for every woman, Useful and Ornamental, Gives the table :\ pretty Y 

decoration. Good China, — Retaili a1 (8.00 per set, Initial letters of owner'- name *■* 

A woven in monogram and burnished upon even piece in pure gold letter-. • 

X TKX SIHSORIBERS! . TEN BUBSriilMKIts: X 

£ Send ns 10 New Yearly Subscribers to the Blade and we will rend y< ne of the above V 

►j* seta, charges prepaid. No money out of your pocket. Only ■ little teal effort, and yon cum 

gel these without actual eon. ▼ 

t X 

X 1 Noon-Time China Dinner Set, 45 Pieces % 

♦I* v 

# Thii set is equally a* attractive as the oilier, but has do monogram. It retaili nt 

Y $5.00 per set An ornament to any table. 

X SEVEN SUBSCRIBERS I SEVEN SUBSCRIBERS! # 

Y Von can get tliis set sent to you free, charges prepaid, by lending us seven new X 

Y annual mbacriberi to the Blade. X 
X TERMS ^ X 
X Write oi that you intend working to lecure one or either of the above dinner seta and we ♦♦♦ 

£ will enter your name In :i book whereon to eredit you for every subscriber you send and ♦♦♦ 

keep ■ record. Subscriptions may be sent In at any time, and the paper will !»• sent m soon ♦*< 

as received. When you bav< .sent in tlio requisite number for either set, it will be sent to « 

X you at once. .A 

& V 

Z BUBSCRIPTION BLANK FORMS WILL BE SENT ON* APPLICATION. ♦♦♦ 

W t 



♦> 



